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. I ; Review - "The Lemon
Book offers glimpse of life in Iran while Grove," by Ali Hosseini

prompting readers to think closer to home.

Mo EASTEST

By ALLISON ALISON
English instructor, Southeastern Community College

Advertisement Ali Hosseini presents a deceptively quiet little
= novel in "The Lemon Grove," with
contemporary Iran as the backdrop.
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When discussing the common punishment of hanging people in the public square, Musa says,
"Natural death is peaceful. It's like going to sleep. ... But unnatural death is frightening because
life doesn't want to go away and fights death with all its might. Watching that sort of death is
painful."
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We aren't surprised, then, that these characters equate the United States with freedom.
Anyone who comes into contact with Behruz asks him questions about living there, as if they
cannot believe such a wondrous place exists.

Meanwhile, Kemal, though not a family member, wants to save the lemon grove by fixing the
broken water pump. He, too, asks Behruz questions. However, unlike some who would leave
Iran, Kemal desires freedom in his own country. He simply wants the chance to provide for his
family. Like Behruz, Kamel fights for what he believes. Their desires are basic and should
come easily but, alas, do not.

Hosseini deftly presents this story of loss and survival. He writes with tension but avoids
outright violence or drama. We cannot mistake this quiet prose, however, for his not writing
about something vital. "The Lemon Grove" asks us to contemplate our relationships and our
choices, indeed, our very lives.
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In The Weekly Read, local book lovers share reviews of their recent reads. To contribute a [E
review, write to features@thehawkeye.com. |
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